48TH ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

AVENEL
MERINOS

Colin and Amanda McCrabb: Mary McCrabb:

Mobile: 0428 847 558 Mobile: 0438 847 548

Email: millabong@bigpond.com Email: kmmccrabb@bigpond.com
Website: www.avenelmerinos.com.au Website: www.avenpart-avenel.com
Avenel Merino Stud Flock No. 3417 Avenpart Kelpie Stud

Avenel Poll Flock No. 1544

A"
. *
-

v

b O
Y

2026'Sale Poll Rams.
.

Inspection from 10am

Ram Auction 1pm ey
v\
Open Day - Friday, September 11, 2026 A B e MLN.3

on-property 10am to 4pm (other days by request) RIVERINA BIOSECURITY AREA



RAM SALE
PROGRAMME 2026

Wednesday, August 26:
Riverina Sheep and Wool Expo,
Conargo

Tuesday, September 1:
SWS Stud Merino Field Day,
Harden

Friday, September 11:
Pre-Sale Inspection 10am-4pm

Friday, September 18:
96 Stud and Specially Selected
Rams auctioned singly through
our undercover sale ring.
Inspection from 10am.
Ram Auction Tpm.

Saturday, September 19:
Grade Rams are available
by prior arrangement.

Tuesday, September 22:
Grade Rams available starting
this week.

Grade Prices:
Selected $1,400
Flock $1,000

Fleece Measurement:
All rams tested by Laserscan in
April 2026.

Interest free deferred payment plan is available upon prior
request for both auction and grade rams to approved clients.

2025 PRODUCTION

SALE SUMMARY

89 of 92 single rams sold to
$8,000 Av. $2,536

(from a base of $1,000)

O AWN

AVENEL STATISTICS

Area: 6,900 Hectares
Ave.Rainfall:  375mm
Irrigation: 500 Hectares

(when water available)

Year 2025/26 Joining:

566 Poll Stud Ewes to Poll Sires

489 Stud Ewes to Horned Sires
2,368 Flock Ewes to Merino Sires

Year of the Merino

LAty

2026 is certainly the year of the Merino, with wool prices currently the
best they have been recently for 19 mic (2300-2400 c clean). Meat and
store sheep prices are at an all-time high, which confirms the importance
of productivity and fertility.

Avenel Merino and Poll Studs focus on lifting productivity and fertility
whilst cutting kilograms of bright, lustrous, high-quality wool across

a range of climatic conditions. This year our commercial ewes cut 7.3
kg/hd of 18.5 mic wool, with an average yield of 69% for 12 months,
following a very difficult spring and summer. This clip averaged $15.03/
kg greasy, for fleece, pieces and bellies, to return $110/hd. These same
ewes were hand fed during the spring and summer, up until the point
of lambing. The lamb marking results for the flocks were 117.6% to ewes
joined, with a 5-week joining.

Avenel clients, the Mertz family, who dealt with similar conditions, have
reported that their maiden ewes had a conception rate of 96% at scanning
and marked 108% to ewes joined. At their recent classing of 1 year old
ewes (white tag) Colin was very impressed with both the quality and
length of the wool — in excess of 100mm for 10 months growth. This highly
productive Avenel-blood flock may need six-monthly shearing soon!

The Avenel stud ewes were hand
fed throughout the summer, up to
the point of lambing. The Horn stud
ewes had 97% conception rate and
marked 128.4% to ewes joined, and
the Polls marked 114%, including
Al. These results are particularly
pleasing given the week of 43+°
endured during joining. This even
cohort of stud lambs has great
potential and all lambs are growing
well with the mild winter and some
timely rainfall.

This year’s sale rams are looking
magnificent and have grown out
particularly well. We are very proud
of our 2026 offering.
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Family Legacy...
With the passing of Ken last year, we are acknowledging his enduring passion for family, sheep and wool. He

would be incredibly proud of our children’s deep involvement in the agricultural industry, impressive work ethic
and their commitment to achieving personal goals.

Angus was home for scanning and S — Phoebe, who recently graduated
witnessed both his sisters being ANty R Stor SO =N from UNE with a double degree
recognised for their developing S in Agriculture and Business, is

wool classing skills. He is the world’s working as a Sheep Consultant

first McCrabb to work at Apple HQ, for SheepMetriX at Young. Heavily
involved in the collection and data
analysis for ASBVs we value her
passion for this and her ability to
“wrangle” the technology, especially
in the sheepyards.

She was also
honoured to

be selected to

" be an Associate
y Judge at the
2026 Hay Sheep
i 88 Show, where
o " she acquitted
herself with dedication and learned
from extremely knowledgeable
industry mentors.

Assocjate Judge Phoebe
- ti@iﬁ!ay_éﬂg_eﬁ,Show focley
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Amanda, Meelie, Colin & Angus.

Meelie, about to start a mixed and 90% lambs to ewes joined.
practice veterinary job in the North At the 2026 Sydney Royal Easter
Burnett region of QLD, is very Show she competed and came
passionate about the breeding and ~ third in the AWEX/AWI National
genetics of stud sheep and cattle. Graduate Woolclasser Competition.
Under the expert mentorship of A huge achievement, since she

Roger Carmody, she performed her ~ Was competing against full-time
first Al program in December with classers from across Australia.
excellent results, 74% conception

Colin is currently classing some flocks that Ken originally started classing in the 1960s. This provides Colin
valuable insight into Avenel’s genetic performance measured over time and against varied bloodlines. Classing
clients in return receive Colin's expert analysis of their flock’s attributes and can more effectively determine their
future flock needs.

News We have been accepted to participate in the AWI Transition to Non-Mules Pilot Program. This

program is designed to help producers transition to a non-mulesed flock. We will be utilising
the data (EBWR EBCOV) that we have been collecting for a number of years, to select suitable ewes from within
the Poll Stud and then look to source some complementary outside genetics. This will also improve the linkage
that we have within the Poll Stud. We will commence with one family of non-mulesed sheep and monitor how
they progress.
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Vale Ken McCrabb KELPIE STUD

10-02-1937 ~ 24-12-2025

The passing of Ken on Christmas Eve
2025 left an immense void in our
family. A devoted husband, father,
grandfather, and friend, his passion
for the land and livestock touched
everyone who knew him. His
knowledge, dedication, and quiet
determination will be remembered
for generations.

“Ken and | shared a lifelong passion
for Merino sheep, Kelpie dogs, and
Quarter horses. Together we bred,
exhibited, and celebrated many
successes with all three. While the
awards were gratifying, it was the
journey we shared that created our
most treasured memories”

As a respected Wool Classer, Ken's
greatest legacy is the knowledge

he passed on. He inspired his

sons, Colin and Peter, and his
granddaughters, Emma, Amelia,

and Phoebe, all of whom proudly
attained their Wool Classing Stencils.

Colin took over Ken's sheep classing
run in 2007, continuing the high
standards that Ken and Mary
established. Avenel Stud remains
committed to the wool quality and
breeding principles they worked so
hard to achieve.

Together, Avenel, Millabong, and
North Bundy provided strength
through changing seasons and
markets, reflecting Ken and Mary's
resilience and dedication.

Ken's legacy lives on through his
family, the livestock he loved, and
the values of integrity, hard work,
and excellence that continue to
guide those who follow in his
footsteps.

Avenpart Kelpie semen from top sires can be ordered direct or through Annie Romanin
at Apiam Genetics Riverina. Telephone: (03) 5881 5515.
All breeders are tested for CA.



